CIVILIZATION   AND    DISEASE

was a plea for vaccination. The Medicine Show, performed in New
York a few years ago, was a Living Newspaper Play advocating
the socialization of medical services. The artistic value of such
works may not be very great, but they nevertheless fulfill an im-
portant function.

Medicine has been satirized, often very bitterly, at all times from
the Roman poets down to G. B. Shaw. The attack was sometimes
directed at the patient, as in Moliere's Le Malade Imaginaire, but
much more often at the physician. Samuel Butler's Erewhon of
1872, a Utopia in which criminals receive treatment and sick peo-
ple are punished, was a wholesome reaction against the glorifica-
tion of suffering popular with the romanticists.

At present there is, particularly in America, a vogue for novels
with medical subjects. The public seems to have an unlimited
capacity for absorbing them. The fashion probably started with
Sinclair Lewis' Arrowsmith. The modern hospital and laboratory
fascinate people, and there is no doubt that there is a strong dra-
matic element in the life and work of the men and womeij who in
a hospital are constantly at grips with death. Some of these books
are written by physicians and some by laymen. Some are good and
some are very poor, following a conventional pattern. Some use
the hospital merely as background for a sentimental love story,
others discuss problems of medicine. In my department at the
Johns Hopkins University we buy all these books although we
rarely read them. We feel, however, that some day they will make
interesting documents. And this raises the question whether works
of fiction may be used as sources of medical history.

The answer is yes, if such books are consulted critically and
used with discrimination. Homer did not intend to write a treatise
on medicine, but his epics obviously mention wounds, diseases and
their treatment and thus reflect medical views of the time. As long
as medicine was not a specialized science but the common prop-
erty of the educated classes, ideas expressed on medical subjects
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